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§ 178.338–5 Stiffening rings.

(a) A tank is not required to be pro-
vided with stiffening rings, except as
prescribed in the ASME Code.

(b) If a jacket is evacuated, it must
be constructed in compliance with
§ 178.338–1(f). Stiffening rings may be
used to meet these requirements.

[Amdt. 178–77, 48 FR 27704, June 16, 1983]

§ 178.338–6 Manholes.

(a) Each tank in oxygen service must
be provided with a manhole as pre-
scribed in the ASME Code.

(b) Each tank having a manhole must
be provided with a means of entrance
and exit through the jacket, or the
jacket must be marked to indicate the
manway location on the tank.

(c) A manhole with a bolted closure
may not be located on the front head of
the tank.

[Amdt. 178–77, 48 FR 27704, June 16, 1983, as
amended at 49 FR 24316, June 12, 1984]

§ 178.338–7 Openings.

(a) The inlet to the liquid product
discharge opening of each tank in-
tended for flammable ladings must be
at the bottom centerline of the tank.

(b) If the leakage of a single valve,
except a pressure relief valve, pressure
control valve, full trycock or gas phase
manual vent valve, would permit loss
of flammable material, an additional
closure that is leak tight at the tank
design pressure must be provided out-
board of such valve.

[Amdt. 178–77, 48 FR 27704, June 16, 1983]

§ 178.338–8 Pressure relief devices,
piping, valves, and fittings.

(a) Pressure relief devices. Each tank
pressure relief device must be designed,
constructed, and marked in accordance
with § 173.318(b) of this subchapter.

(b) Piping, valves, and fittings. (1) The
burst pressure of all piping, pipe fit-
tings, hoses and other pressure parts,
except for pump seals and pressure re-
lief devices, must be at least 4 times
the design pressure of the tank. Addi-
tionally, the burst pressure may not be
less than 4 times any higher pressure
to which each pipe, pipe fitting, hose or

other pressure part may be subjected
to in service.

(2) Pipe joints must be threaded,
welded or flanged. If threaded pipe is
used, the pipe and fittings must be
Schedule 80 weight or heavier. Malle-
able metals must be used in the con-
struction of valves and fittings. Where
copper tubing is permitted, joints shall
be brazed or be of equally strong metal
union type. The melting point of the
brazing materials may not be lower
than 1000 °F. The method of joining
tubing may not reduce the strength of
the tubing, such as by the cutting of
threads.

(3) Each hose coupling must be de-
signed for a pressure of at least 120 per-
cent of the hose design pressure and so
that there will be no leakage when con-
nected.

(4) Piping must be protected from
damage due to thermal expansion and
contraction, jarring, and vibration.
Slip joints are not authorized for this
purpose.

(5) All piping, valves and fittings on a
cargo tank must be proved free from
leaks. This requirement is met when
such piping, valves, and fittings have
been tested after installation with gas
or air and proved leak tight at not less
than the design pressure marked on the
cargo tank. This requirement is appli-
cable to all hoses used in a cargo tank,
except that hose may be tested before
or after installation on the tank.

(6) Each valve must be suitable for
the tank design pressure at the tank
design service temperature.

(7) All fittings must be rated for the
maximum tank pressure and suitable
for the coldest temperature to which
they will be subjected in actual serv-
ice.

(8) All piping, valves, and fittings
must be grouped in the smallest prac-
ticable space and protected from dam-
age as required by § 178.338–10.

(9) When a pressure-building coil is
used on a tank designed to handle oxy-
gen or flammable ladings, the vapor
connection to that coil must be pro-
vided with a valve or check valve as
close to the tank shell as practicable to
prevent the loss of vapor from the tank
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